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editor and his own reporter. He wrote most of the
articles in his paper, set the type, made the ink, and
worked the press with his own hands. Often he might
be seen trundling a large wheelbarrow loaded with
clean new paper through the streets towards his print-
ing office, and while he was thus occupied, Deborah
looked after the house, attended the shop, folded and
stitched his printed matter, and carried her basket to
market, making the housekeeping money go as far as
possible.

Success was on the way, however. Franklin was a
clever writer, and his spirited articles and the fine clear
type in which they were printed soon made his paper
the most popular in Philadelphia. But he was not con-
tent. He loved books, and he remembered how difficult
it had been for him to obtain them as a boy, and in
1731, when he was only twenty-five, he established one
of the first circulating libraries in America. Then in
1733 he started Poor Richard's Almanack, a publication
which was so successful that it was issued regularly for
twenty-five years, with an annual sale of 10,000 copies,
which made it the American best-seller of those days.

Life was prospering with Benjamin and Deborah, and
the young husband found more time to improve himself.
At the age of twenty-seven he began to teach himself
French, Spanish, Italian and Latin, and in time he was
able to read and understand all these languages. Three
years later he was made clerk to the General Assembly
of Pennsylvania, and the following year he was ap-
pointed postmaster in Philadelphia.

Benjamin Franklin was rapidly becoming one of that